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To:       MGM Resorts International   

From:  The Mellman Group 

Re:       Bridgeport Voters Overwhelmingly Support Building A New Casino In Their City  

Date:   September 26th, 2017 

This analysis represents the findings of a survey of 500 registered voters in the city of Bridgeport, CT. The survey employed a registration-

based sample which included cell phones and landlines and used live interviewers. Interviews were conducted September 20-24, 2017. The 

statistical margin of error is +/-4 percentage points at the 95% level of confidence. The margin of error is higher for subgroups. 

 

Our just completed citywide poll reveals that Bridgeport voters overwhelmingly support a 

new, $675 million waterfront destination resort casino, in their city. Nearly three quarters 

(74%) favor building the new casino, while only 18% oppose it – a 56-point margin in favor. 

Support cuts across every segment of the city and is based importantly on voters’ belief that 

the casino will create jobs while increasing city and state revenue.  

 

Every Segment In The City Supports The Casino Plan  

 

Building the new casino en-

joys double-digit margins of 

support across every key 

constituency.  Men (79% in 

favor, 14% oppose) and 

women (70% to 20%) both 

support the new casino, as 

do African-Americans (74% 

to 16%), whites (73% to 21%) 

and Latinos (78% to 15%).  

 

While partisans tend to be 

divided on most issues, they 

are united in support of a 

Bridgeport casino. Demo-

crats support the plan by 

75% to 17%, while independents break 70% to 20% in favor and Republicans support it by 81% 

to 17%.  
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Public Revenue, Jobs And Exclusive Reliance On Private Funds Are Key Reasons For Support 

 

Large majorities identify the revenue that will go to the city and state, and the jobs the casino 

will produce, as at least very important reasons to support the plan. 

 

 86% find the thousands of jobs created by the casino to be at least very important  

 85% believe giving priority for jobs to Bridgeport residents is at least very important 

 75% find the $8 million annual payment to Bridgeport, and $4.5 million annual 

payments to surrounding towns, to be at least very important 

 74% consider tax payments to the state on revenue from table games and slot ma-

chines to be very important 

 

In addition, 83% consider the fact that no tax dollars will be spent on the construction or oper-

ation of the casino to be at least very important. 

 

Support Increases After Voters Hear Specific Elements 

 

After voters heard the specific elements of the plan, support increased to 82% while opposition 

declined to 15%, yielding a 67-point margin in favor, 9 points higher than before they learned 

about the elements of the plan. 

 

Bridgeport Voters Believe They Will Benefit From A Casino  

 

Support for the project is widespread because voters think the new casino will have real, 

meaningful, and positive impacts.  

 

The vast majority, 85% of voters, believe that it is at least very likely that the new casino will 

create jobs. Seventy-one percent (71%) believe the new casino will help the local economy and 

69% believe that the new casino will bring more business to existing local restaurants and oth-

er businesses. 

 

In addition, a 55% majority believe that it will generate hundreds of millions of dollars in rev-

enue for state and local governments. 

 

Importantly, voters do not foresee negative impacts: only 23% think crime will increase, and 

only 37% believe more people will become addicted to gambling. 
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Support Remains Vast And Solid After Voters Hear An Argument Against The Casino  

 

Support for the Bridgeport casino remains quite strong even after voters hear a back-and-forth 

from opponents and supporters. Opponents argued that the new casino would reduce 

payments from tribal casinos and cost jobs in those casinos. In contrast, supporters argued that 

the Bridgeport casino would help offset declining payments from tribal gaming. After views 

on both sides were expressed, 76% continued to support the casino, with only 18% opposed.1 

 

The plan for MGM Resorts International to build a $675 million waterfront destination resort 

casino enjoys both wide and deep support throughout Bridgeport. Voters favor building the 

casino initially and support increases as they learn the details. Citizens believe the new casino 

will have a meaningful, positive impact on Bridgeport, the surrounding communities, and the 

state, with increases in jobs, revenue, and a boost to the local economy. 

                                                 
1
 As you may know, Connecticut currently has two tribal casinos which are required to pay the state a portion of their revenue from slot 

machines. If a new casino is built in Bridgeport, then, according to their agreement with the state, the two existing casinos will stop making 

further payments to the state. However, there will be new payments to the state from of a gaming tax on the new Bridgeport casino. Now 

I’m going to read you what some people are saying about this. [ROTATE BELOW] 

 

__(Some/Other) people say the payments under the old agreement have declined in recent years and will continue to decline as these ex-

isting casinos face increased competition from Massachusetts. To replace that revenue, Connecticut should allow a new casino in Bridge-

port. This casino will pay taxes on its revenue from slots and table games to the state, which will give Connecticut more money than it 

would get from existing casinos. 

  

__(Some/Other) people say the state cannot afford to give up the payments we are already getting from the tribal casinos and take a 

chance on an unproven casino in Bridgeport. A new casino in Bridgeport will give too much competition to the existing tribal casinos and 

cost jobs there, which is not fair to the tribes who run those casinos. They say Connecticut should not allow a new casino in Bridgeport. 


